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This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the July 13th Council agenda.  

4.  PUBLIC HEARING – Consideration of the 2018 Tax Budget  

As is customary this time of year, a public hearing for the 2018 Tax Budget will be held July 13, 
2017, at 7:05 PM.  It is necessary to hold a public hearing and to thereafter present Council with a 
resolution for the Budget's acceptance, as has been the practice in the past. A copy of the Tax 
Budget is available for review by the public. 

Please direct any questions regarding this motion or the tax budget process to the Treasurer. 

9.a.1. Resolution No. 2017-36 adopting the 2018 Tax Budget  

The Ohio Revised Code requires governmental entities throughout Ohio to prepare an annual tax 
budget, to present the budget in a public hearing, and to secure the governing body’s acceptance 
of the tax budget.  Annual tax budgets must be received by the applicable county auditor’s office 
no later than July 20th of any given year in order for the county to set property tax rates and 
allocate local government funding.  In accordance with the necessary notification, a copy of the 
City’s 2018 Tax Budget was made available for public review in advance of the public hearing. 

Although the tax budget process does not compare in detail or complexity to the fall proposed 
budget, it does provide a glance at the upcoming year.  The standard format of the tax budget 
requires two years of completed financial operations, estimates for the current year, as well as 
predictions for 2018 for both the General Fund and the Debt Service Fund.  Other City funds are 
presented, however the Tax Budget process does not require detail information for funds not 
receiving property tax revenue. 

The information presented for 2017 is based upon the existing budget for this year with the 
exception of income tax collections.  The Tax Budget includes a reduced estimate for total 
collections in 2017 based on collection trends through the first half of 2017.  The 2017 Final Budget 
included $35,950,000 for total income tax collections. 

Income tax amounts used in the preparation of the tax budget are as follows:  

      
Total 

 

  
 Withholding  

 
 Net Profit  

 
Income Tax 

 
2016 Actual 

 
$28,357,294  1.2% $7,507,317  5.6% $35,864,611 2.0% 

2017 Estimates 
 

$28,457,500  0.4% $7,100,000  -5.4% $35,557,500 -0.9% 

2018 Projection 
 

$28,700,000  0.9% $7,100,000  0.0% $35,800,000  0.7% 
 

Income tax projections for 2018 provide for a slight increase over the revised 2017 estimates. 
Although income tax collections represent approximately 90% of the City’s General Fund operating 
revenues, it is important that we continue to monitor the other General Fund revenue sources as 
they continue to level off or decrease.  State shared revenues alone (including local government 
funds and estate tax) negatively affect our operating revenue by $1M -$1.3M on an annual basis 
compared to amounts collected in 2007.  The remaining $350,000 that the City receives is also in 
jeopardy if further state reductions are made to local government funds. 
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Routine operating expenditures for 2018 are essentially in-line with 2017 budget levels with the 
exception of an estimated 1-2% increase in salaries and benefits.  A total of $2,460,000 is included 
for capital and construction related items, of which, $1,100,000 is allocated towards our annual 
paving and sidewalk programs and $1,360,000 for customary replacement equipment purchased 
on an annual basis throughout City departments.  In addition to capital expenditures, the City will 
continue to invest in economic development opportunities consistent with past levels.  

For purposes of preparing the tax budget, no major capital improvements or borrowing 
arrangements are included for 2018.  As the City continues to plan and evaluate its capital needs, 
the annual fall budget process will likely include recommended funding for specific major capital 
improvements such as Glendale-Milford road improvements associated with the Al. Neyer 
development adjacent to Summit Park.  

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer or City Manager. 

9.a.2.  Ordinance No. 2017-8 amending Chapter 131 of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances 

Ordinance No. 2017-8 amends and re-enacts Section 131.07 of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances 
to reflect a recommended change to the Position Classification Plan.  

 Addition of the position of Police Technical Services Specialist. This position will 
accommodate the increasing staff time needed for technical related duties (i.e. in-car 
video/audio and public records requests) as well as several other administrative duties. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Police Chief or City Manager. 

9.b.1.  Resolution No. 2017-37 approving MKSK fee schedule to design the Nature 
Playscape at Summit Park  

The Children’s Playscape is an additional playground space within Summit Park that plans to 
incorporate elements of the landscape and natural materials into the play opportunities. 

In an effort to further share the design, a presentation will be given to Council during the meeting 
that will include features of the newly proposed space.  This project is nearing its final design 
phase with plans to engage bidding before the end of the summer and commencement of 
construction by October. The project cost is within the 2017 budget which includes a $250,000 
grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

9.c.1.  Ordinance No. 2017-9 amending and enacting certain section of Part 5 (General 
Offenses Code), Part 7 (Business Regulation Code), and Part 13 (Building Code) of the Blue 
Ash Code of Ordinances (first reading) 

As discussed at the June 8th City Council meeting, the code is in need of several updates with 
regards to solicitation, noise, and building regulations/fees.   

Solicitation  

Courts have declared that solicitation is a first amendment right and that infringement on such free 
speech is unconstitutional.  Therefore it would be appropriate for Council to repeal much of section 
705 of the Codified Ordinances.  Residents can, however, continue to post notice prohibiting 
solicitation for which violators can be fined. 

Noise 

Noise regulations appear in several places in the code causing confusion and conflict.  In order to 
clarify the code, the noise-related section of 509.09 should be revised to limit certain activities and 
not the noise they produce.  The more specific limitation of noise, greater than 60dba, should 
continue to reside in the performance standards section of the code, 1717.02. 
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Building Code 

Part Thirteen of the Code contains provisions that regulate different elements of the development 
and construction process, not just building.  Many of the provisions in the current Code have been 
replaced or superseded.  The proposed revisions to Chapter 1305 update references to the 
standardized commercial and residential building codes, recognize that Codes are now widely 
available online, delete provisions related to condemnation of properties that are duplicated 
elsewhere in the Code, specifically authorize the collection of fees charged to the City for 
professional assistance with plan reviews, delete fees no longer charged, delete plumbing 
standards that have been superseded, add provisions that allow the City to effectively require that 
excavations be filled and streets cleaned in a timely manner, particularly when associated with 
demolition or construction by requiring a bond from applicants, and update penalty provisions. 

The proposed revisions to Chapter 1323 include revising the title to better address the scope of the 
regulations.  The substance of the Chapter is proposed to be deleted and replaced by reference to 
the regulations which have been enforced by the City since it joined the Hamilton County Storm 
Water District and adopted the District’s regulations.  It also adopts, by reference, comprehensive 
storm water drainage system regulations that are maintained by Hamilton County and have been 
used by the City for many years. 

All of these revisions remove specific fees from the Code, but reference a fee schedule to be 
adopted by City Council concurrent with the passage of these amendments.  A fee schedule will 
allow fees to be updated in a manner more consistent with those charged for other City services, 
such as recreation fees.  The proposed fee schedule is included for reference and is not proposed 
as a part of this Ordinance – it will appear on the August Council agenda in the form of a 
resolution.  Some of the proposed fees would be due with an application, instead of being charged 
afterwards, which is more predictable for applicants and simplifies administrative processes for the 
City. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant City Manager. 

9.c.2.  Resolution No. 2017-38 authorizing an economic development agreement with 
Kenwood Blue Ash Development, LLC  

Kenwood Blue Ash Development, LLC has confirmed its intentions to relocate multiple Charter 
Communications operations to 10900 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash.  The City previously committed 
to a $150,000 forgivable loan to help facilitate Charter Communications operations to relocate to 
the City of Blue Ash in support of this project and staff requests formal approval via 
Resolution.  The project will create an estimated $22.8 million in payroll, resulting in $285,000 in 
annual City earning’s tax. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Economic Development Director. 


